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Tuesday 2nd March 2021 
 
KIa ora, 
 
I thought it would be good to start this letter on a happy note!  
 

We have been awarded $50,000 from The Lion Foundation to support us with our 
playground.  

 
The good news is that it is enough for us to add to the spider climbing frame playground, 
rebuild the border and make it safe by filling with the special mulch and utilising the space to 
its full potential. It is not enough to get a new playground to replace our other playground but 
we will start applying to other places for grants - we don’t give up easily at Birkdale North. I 
would like to say a big thank you to Andrew Higgins who did a lot of background work and 
supported me to get the application in. This is a good result in this current climate. 
 
We have now completed our second day of lockdown at level three and I hope that things 
are going smoothly in your households. We live in very interesting ( if not frustrating) times 
and this boomerang effect moving back and forth takes its toll on everyone 
 
At the moment we still do not know what will happen at the end of the week but I am hoping 
that we will have  moved at least down one level. 
 
We are disappointed that once again we have had to postpone our meet the teacher 
evening and our powhiri.  We will keep you updated as soon as we have some indication as 
to what is happening next! 
 
Swimming sports is also scheduled for next week, if we are at level 2 we will be able to go 
ahead but unfortunately cannot invite whanau to join us. If we are level 1 we will be good to 
go! We are excited to share our freshly painted pool and the new fence with you all!  Keep 
your fingers ( and toes) crossed. 
 
Remember if you need a hard copy pack to support your child’s learning please let us know, 
we have them ready to be copied as required. 
 
The teachers are working hard to do the best teaching they can.  
The junior classes are just beginning to use seesaw and are moving to the point where 
children have some of the basics. They are not yet at a point that we can share with parents 
but we are getting closer - to be honest we did not anticipate so many lockdowns so early 
on. 
 
The Senior classes all now have gmail accounts set up and the teachers will be contacting 
them through their emails. The Seniors are all learning how to use google classroom and 
once again the classes are at varying stages.  
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I have attached a link below to a google form. Please take the time to fill in the information. It 
will help us to update our system and supply more information on how we can help you in 
further lockdown situations. ( hopefully not for a while after this one though!) 
 
I promise that although there are a few sections most of the answers are multiple choice and 
it should not take longer than 4 minutes of your time. 
 
click here   to fill in the google form. 
 
At the moment I am not writing a newsletter as I think it is important for me to just keep 
updating you as soon as I have some information. 
 
Keep smiling and just remember we are blessed to live in Aotearoa. Kia kaha. 
 
 
Nga mihi 

 
 
 
 
 

Jan McDonald 
(Principal) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/XTonvLnoCBbds36NA

