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Tuesday 16th November.

As you will have all heard last week the Minister announced a target date for the reopening of

Primary schools within Auckland. Whilst the guidelines for health and safety are specific and

detailed for schools to adhere to, the plan for the reopening of individual schools has been left to

the schools to decide how this will work best for their community.

The key considerations being reducing risk and optimising safety for the students, staff and the

wider community. The MOE has also advised that schools should work towards reopening in a

staggered and gradual way to ensure that safety protocols can be sustained. Whilst we can not

eliminate the risk of contracting COVID completely, we can minimise it as much as possible.

With these considerations in mind the Board & SLT have spent the last few days refining a plan

that will ensure that the school can reopen to students in a safe way, that will allow those who

would like to return to onsite school to do so.

From Monday 22nd November the school will reopen full time for the whole school, Monday to

Friday.

As we are opening the whole school we must be mindful of the sizes within each class/ bubble

(no more than 20 children). As far as possible we will keep children with their classes and

teachers. This may not be possible for every class and parents must be aware that their children

may be moved to another class, we will inform you if this is going to happen. There will be no

need for any bubbles for essential workers as everyone will be part of their class bubble.

.

So why the decision to delay re-opening? This was to allow staff to all get tested and have the

opportunity to come back to plan and organise their classes according to the health and safety

regulations. We need to also have all the resources needed to be in place and ready. We are

aligning our opening to coincide with both BIrkdale primary and Beach Haven primary school.

Taking time to ensure all safety measures are in place will also mean that should there be the

COVID outbreak within the school, it will be much easier to contain, meaning that only that

bubble or a couple of groups may be affected and need to quarantine.  Birkdale being named as

an area where the risk of unidentified cases is higher was also a consideration, along with the

low vaccination rates of our area. This means we may have to open and close several times in

the coming 3 week period.

mailto:office@birkdalenorth.school.nz


We understand the need for our students to return to a familiar environment (their school), with a

familiar face (their teacher) leading them through the new look school environment. These

factors were key in the decision making. We know how anxious some of the students are about

returning and we want to ensure that it is done in a way that offers them security and as much

familiarity as we can.

We have approximately 70% of our school returning to school, with some of our families

indicating that they would prefer to return next year when more time has passed and Auckland as

a whole is hopefully in a more controlled position. We will be able to support children not

returning to school with MoE hard copy learning packs and a choosing board online with links to

other online learning available through the MoE sites. Unfortunately, we cannot support online

teaching as all teachers are back in school full time.

Please understand that returning to school will not be ‘normal’ and we have outlined below the

key points of how things will be on return.

It is also important to note that this plan is not fixed - we recognise the importance of remaining

agile and open to adjustments over the coming few weeks. If cases in the area were to increase

significantly we will be prepared to re-close quickly and return to full time online learning, or

decide that fewer children coming part time is a better option.

We know that this may leave an air of uncertainty as you plan your next few weeks. However, we

will continue to be transparent and give you as much notification as we can to any changes.

We will continue to review how well our plans are going throughout the week. We will also be

taking into consideration the Auckland COVID levels, acknowledging that if Auckland moves to

the Red Light level things may change or some more restrictions may be lifted.

Please read the information below carefully.

Drop off and Pick up times.

Surname begins with: Drop off Pick up Please ensure you as
adults and any
children years 4 - 6
are masked.
We ask that you
move rapidly offsite
and do not stop for
conversations or chit
chat as this increases
the risk.

A - E 8:30 - 8:40 2:30 - 2:40

F - M 8:40 - 8:50 2:40 - 2:50

N - Z 8:50 -9:00 2:50 - 3:00



Re-Opening Plan
● Students will be able to come for the whole week and be in their classroom with their

teacher. (for most children)
● Entry will be staggered at the main gate for drop off and pick up. (see table above)
● Parents/ Caregivers/ Visitors will not be able to enter the school site. However, if you

have a New entrant starting we will allow you to come onsite, you must sign in at the
office and be masked.

● Masks will be mandatory for students in Years 4 - 6 when arriving and leaving the school
grounds and inside classrooms. While outside they will be able to remove them.

● Parents/ Caregivers will need to wear masks and maintain social distancing at pick up
and drop off.

● It is essential when dropping off or picking children up that parents move quickly and do
not gather for any social chatter. Research has shown the greatest transmission of
COVID is from adult to adult. (see chart above for times of drop off and pick up)

● The school will open at 8.30am and be closed by 3.15pm.
● In classes 1 metre distancing will be encouraged for students where practical.
● Outside 2 metre distancing will be encouraged for students.
● Breaks will be staggered for Junior and Senior children.
● Students will wash their hands every time they come and go from the classroom and

before eating.
● Classes will be ventilated and temperature controlled where possible.
● Water fountains will remain off - water bottles will be required.
● There will be no breakfast club or shared food.
● Staff will not be able to congregate in staff areas for breaks and will return to their classes

or be outside socially distanced from each other. They will stay in their Senior school  /
Junior school bubbles.

● Teachers / Admin staff and Teacher Aides will not visit any other classroom except their
class bubble.

● There will be no Before or After School Care. (this will be for the remainder of the year)
● Students sent home unwell may not be able to return until a negative covid test is

provided - this will be advised on a case by case basis. If students display any symptome
we will isolate them from their bubble and contact parents immediately.

Frequently Asked Questions
How will classes be ventilated and kept an optimal temperature (18 degrees)?

Classes will have windows and doors open at all times for cross ventilation. Students will spend

as much time outside as possible over the day.  We recommend layers of clothing. It may get

warm and students will need to take off layers, it may be cold and they will need to add them

over the day. Students will need to bring hats and sun block, they will be outside a lot of the day.

Is my child's teacher vaccinated?

All education workers returning to site from the 15th November must have had at least one dose

of the vaccination and returned a negative test prior to entering the site. Any staff member with

only one dose will also be required to have a weekly test until such time as they are double

vaccinated. We can assure you that all staff will have met these requirements on the re-opening

of the school.



Can I know which families in my child's class are vaccinated?

No - we will not be requesting this information, it is our role to educate all those who need it

without prejudice. It is however our hope that all families in our community understand the

importance of vaccinations to protect our students while they are unable to do so for themselves

and make the decision to get vaccinated.

If my child doesn't return what will they do?

Students who have chosen to stay at home will be provided with hard copy learning packs and

directed to an online choice board with other education links to learning.

My child would like to wear a mask but is not Yr 4 - 6?

Any student has the right to wear a mask at school. For students in Yr 4 - 6 it is mandatory for

them to wear one when inside. We recommend that you name your child's mask and ensure they

know the importance of not misplacing it throughout the day.

Will staff be wearing a mask?

All teachers will wear a mask when inside with students.

If there is a COVID outbreak within the school community what will happen?

We will be contacted by the Ministry of Health and advised of the case and the details of the

infectious period. From there the bubble or a larger group may be asked to stay home for up to 3

days while the classes are deep cleaned. School staff will act as contact tracers and contact

those within the school community affected with instructions on quarantine periods and testing

requirements. Names and specifics will not be shared. It is also important if you or your family

has been in contact with COVID that you do not return until your advised quarantine time is up

and you have had a negative test.

My child has a school chromebook at home, when will they bring it back?

We will require all chromebooks back in school. We will contact each family individually with drop

off instructions. Please ensure all parts of the chromebook are returned.

Will my child be missing out on critical learning if not attending onsite schooling?

Normally during the last three weeks of the school year there is a move from the structured

learning to a more festive, wrap up feel traditionally anyway. This coupled with the focus of

wellbeing for the return to school, means that as a whole classes will be focused on fun, lighter

activities for the students to undertake. As much outdoor learning as possible has been advised.

What about Prize Giving, Graduation, Class Transitions, Reports etc?

There will be no physical prize givings etc. We will look at online alternatives for some of them.



My child is on the Road Patrol. Will they still be doing that?

No, staff will be taking over the Road Patrol duties for the remainder of the year.

Will school still finish on the 15th December?

Yes, we are intending to finish on Wednesday 15th December as planned.

What Can We (the Parents/Caregivers) Do?
● If you have not contacted us with your plans for your child in the coming weeks please

contact us as soon as possible. We need to know exactly who is intending to come to
school. Thank you to all who responded to our online survey.

● Speak with your child/ren and explain what this next phase of schooling will be like for
them.

And finally ...
Please be kind, this situation is not easy on anyone and we encourage you to remember this

when you are interacting with our staff, other parents, your children and yourselves. We are all

first time pandemic participants navigating uncharted waters, so sometimes we have to readjust

in the moment to ensure we have a boat to sail again another day.

We cannot thank you enough for the hard work, understanding and compassion shown over the

last 3 months. The feedback from some people in the recent survey was heartwarming and well

needed.

As always, our community has shown support, generosity and kindness. We are also very proud

of all our staff, who throughout this whole experience have remembered their main objective

which is transferring as much learning and love onto our students as they can in the time they

have them - we are really so thankful for all they have done.

Please let's keep working together over these last few weeks, so we can finish the year as best

we can in the circumstances we are given. This is a  lot of information in one hit and we do

understand that you may need some gentle reminders. We hope we have covered all the key

points and answered most of your questions but just remember the only silly question is the one

you do not ask,  so feel free to keep asking. Together we will find the solutions.

Nga mihi nui

Greg Ratcliffe ( BoT chair)             Jan McDonald ( principal)


